
 

For the record  

ISSUE 1 

June 2011 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
What a wonderful time we had in the beautiful Town of  

Blacksburg at the VMCA Annual Meeting held April 27-29, 

2011!  The Inn at Virginia Tech was so welcoming and the  

ambiance was charming. There were 80 attendants at the 34th 

annual meeting.  The first Athenian Leadership Society        

Dialogue was offered as a preconference education session for 

additional CMC/MMC points.  Eighteen (18) participants    

indicated that the session was excellent. What a great           

opportunity for our  Virginia Clerks! 
 

During the Conference, Clerks were briefed on 2011 legislative 

actions that could impact their local governments.  Also, clerks 

were presented with an overview of how elected officials, 

clerks and managers interact and the dynamics of their         

relationships were discussed---a look into the ñSecret Societyò 

from a Managers point of view. Additionally, there were      

outstanding presentations on iPads, their use in local            

government and how the new technology can be a productive 

tool in disseminating electronic information.  The luncheon, 

tours of historic Smithfield Plantation and Virginia Tech cam-

pus were a real treat. Please join me in thanking Donna Boone-
Caldwell, MMC, Town Clerk, Town of Blacksburg, and the 

Clerks in Region IV for a hearty helping of education and    

history with a side order of fun.  Great job! 

 

The VMCA membership briefly discussed and will be         

considering the merging of the Policies and Procedures and the 

Standards of Operation Manual during the upcoming year.  As 

mentioned, these are two good documents; however, they seem 

to contain duplicate information. This is certainly not an easy 

task and I sincerely appreciate the membership embracing the 

idea and the Bylaws Committee, along with the VMCA       
Executive Board, solicits your input, ideas, comments, etc. 

throughout the process.  Additionally, there are some ñgreen 

initiativesò that will be proposed. Specifically, the posting of 

the Annual Report versus printing copies for each member; and 

posting of Annual Conference Registration versus mailing to 

each locality. In response to the economic challenges facing 

localities, these are initiatives that will be looked at to see if 

they are viable options for the VMCA.  The membership voted 

to allow the posting of the VMCA Annual Report on the 

VMCA website for the next two years (as a trial effort). 

 

I had the opportunity to attend my first International Institute of  
Municipal Clerks Annual Conference in Nashville, Tennessee 

held May 8-12, 2011, at the Gaylord Opryland Resort and Conven-

tion Center.  The conference was attended by 726 Clerks from all 

over the world including Belgium, Bermuda, Bulgaria, Canada, Is-

rael, The Netherlands, South Africa, and United Kingdom.  The edu-
cation sessions were first rate and the entertainment was first class.  

The Tennessee Association of Municipal Clerks and Recorders, led 

by Marilyn S. Swing, MMC, Metropolitan Clerk of Nashville-

Davidson County, hosted a phenomenal event and displayed sheer 

southern hospitality throughout the entire week.  I heard that senti-

ment echoing through the convention center on a daily basis.  The 

2012 IIMC Annual Conference will be held May 20-24, 2012, in 

Portland, Oregon. I encourage you to make plans to attend. 

 

During the IIMC Annual Business Meeting, the membership       

discussed and approved Amendments to the Constitution regarding 
the Ethical Standards Committee.  Notably, the Amendments will 

change the status of the Ethical Standards Committee from a      

Standing Committee to an ad hoc Committee; revise the length of 

terms for appointees; and clarify the appointee selection criteria and 

its reporting requirements.  You may visit the IIMC website to view 

the Amendment in its entirety.  Also, I strongly encourage you to 

view the ñE-briefsò from IIMC.  This will ensure that you stay 

abreast of what is going on within the organization relative to IIMC 

news, CMC/MMC certification requirements and upcoming events. 

 

I am truly honored to serve as the VMCA President for 2011-2012.  

As I stated at the Annual Meeting from my perspective, the sum is 
not greater than its parts.  I may be at the helm of this wonderful 

organization, but when I look to my left and to my right, standing 

shoulder to shoulder with meéis each of you.  The success of the 

VMCA rests with each of you.  Each of you has a voice and I am 

eager to hear it. 

 

During the upcoming year, I look forward to getting to know each of 

you and working along side you.  I must acknowledge the volunteers 

who have agreed to serve as your VMCA Officers, Region Directors, 

and Committee Chairs.  These clerks have dedicated their time and 

energy to fulfilling the goals of this wonderful organization.  Some 
of these Clerks are already wearing multiple hats within their local-

ity, so for them to serve in this capacity is truly commendable. Thank 

you so much to each of you! 

 

Executive Board Members:  First Vice President- Sandi Thompson, 

Deputy City Clerk, City of Virginia Beach;  

 

                                                                      (continued on next page) 



Second Vice PresidentðKaren M. Barrow, Town Clerk, Town of West Point;  Treasurer- Pamela Foshee, Deputy City Clerk, City of 

Newport News;  Secretary- DeAnna Atkins, City Clerk, City of Colonial Heights;  Historian- Kari VanDiest, Deputy Clerk of Council, 

City of Winchester; Parliamentarian- Dolores Moore, City Clerk, City of Chesapeake; and Immediate Past President- Kathy Buschow, 

City Clerk, City of Falls Church. 

 
Region Directors:  Region I- Judy Hall, Clerk/Treasurer, Town of Big Stone Gap; Region II-Susan Clark, Town Clerk/Director of      

Finance, Town of Marion; Region III- Amy Keller, Town Clerk/Administrative Assistant, Town of Strasburg; Region IV- Krystal    

Coleman, Deputy Clerk of Council, City of Salem; Region V-Roxanne Paulette, Town Clerk/Administrative Assistant, Town of         

Appomattox; Region VI- Wendy Chewning, Town Clerk, Town of Orange;  Region VII- Renee Andersen, Deputy Clerk, Fauquier 

County;  Region VIII- Karen Barrow, Town Clerk, Town of West Point; Region IX- Janice Blakley, Clerk, County of Chesterfield; and 

Region X-Sandy Madison, Deputy City Clerk, City of Chesapeake. 

 

Committee Chairs:  Audit-Celine Rosenbaum, Town Clerk, Town of Abingdon; Budget-Pamela Foshee, Deputy City Clerk, City of  

Newport News;  Bylaws- Melanie Burrell, City Clerk, City of Fairfax; Clerk of the Year-Debra Hanbury, Deputy City Clerk, City of 

Chesapeake; Newsletter- Amanda Finley-Barnes, Deputy City Clerk, City of Virginia Beach;  Nominating- Erica Kann, City Clerk, City 

of Harrisonburg;  Education and Professional Development-Erika Dawley, City Clerk, City of Suffolk;  Scholarship-Wendy Chewning, 

Town Clerk, Town of Orange; and Web Development-Liz Elder, Secretary to the Board, James City County. 
 

Congratulations to the 2010 Clerk of the Year, Sandi Thompson, CMC, Deputy City Clerk, City of Virginia Beach. It is well deserved! 

Be sure to congratulate her when you have an opportunity. 

 

We are looking forward to the 2011 Municipal Clerks Institute and Academy at the Sheraton Oceanfront Hotel in Virginia Beach.  The 

Institute will be held October 16-21, 2011, with a tuition cost of $600.00.  The Academy will be held October 19-21, 2011, with a tuition 

cost of $450.00. As more information becomes available, it will be posted on the VMCA website. 

 

As we move into the summer months, I look forward to the opportunity to visit with each region.  I also hope that you have safe travels 

and enjoy time with your family and friends. 

 
Tammy W. Newcomb, CMC 

VMCA President 
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VINCENTBUTTIGLIERI  
New IIMC Region II Director  

 

Having been appointed as the Municipal Clerk of South Plainfield 

in 2001 and then as the Municipal Clerk for the Township of 

Ocean in 2008, I quickly realized that the position of Municipal 

Clerk was more than just a job ï it was a labor of love. I knew that 
I wanted to get involved and give back to my State Association, the 

Municipal Clerks Association of New Jersey, as well as the        

International Institute of Municipal Clerks.  

 

I have served on the Executive Board of the Municipal Clerks   

Association of New Jersey, serving as President in 2010. I have 

also served on the Elections Committee, the Laws Committee and 

on numerous Conference Committees.  Additionally, I got involved 

with IIMC, having served as a member of the Conference Commit-

tee since 2009 and as a participant in the IIMC-sponsored ñWhat 

do our members sayéò, not to mention serving as a Convener at 

numerous IIMC Conferences. 
 

 

 

I am extremely honored and proud to represent you on the 

IIMC Board of Directors. Over the next three years, I will 

work to improve communication between IIMC and our 

membership, as well as to make sure that your voice    
continues to be heard as IIMC heads into the future. 

 

Vincent Buttiglieri, RMC/CMC 

Municipal Clerk 

Township of Ocean 

399 Monmouth Road 

Oakhurst, New Jersey 07755 

(732)531-5000 ext. 3321 

vbuttiglieri@oceantwp.org 

mailto:vbuttiglieri@oceantwp.org
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

2011 -2012  
 

AUDIT  COMMITTEEE  

Cecile M.Rosenbaum, CMC  
Town of Abingdon  
crosenbaum@abingdon.com  
 

BUDGET COMMITTEE  

Pamela Foshee, CMC  
City of Newport News  
pfoshee@nngov.com  
 

BYLAWS COMMITTEE  

Melanie R. Burrell, CMC  
City of Fairfax  
mburrell@fairfaxva.gov  
 

CLERK OF THE YEAR 

COMMITTEE  

Debra A. Hanbury, CMC  
City of Chesapeake  
dhabury@cityofchesapeake.net  
 

EDUCATION AND  

PROFESSIONAL  

DEVELOPMENT  

Erika S. Dawley, CMC  
City of Suffolk  

edawley@suffolkva.us  
 

WEB DEVELOPMENT  

Elizabeth Young, CMC  
James City County  
eelder@james -city.va.us  
 

NOMINATING  

COMMITTEE  

Erica S. Kann  
City of Harrisonburg  
Erica.kann@harrisonburgva.gov  
 

NEWSLETTER  

Amanda Finley -Barnes  
City of Virginia Beach  
abarnes@vbgov.com  
 

SCHOLARSHIP  

COMMITTEE  

Wendy J. Chewning, MMC  
Town of Orange  
townclerk@townoforange.org  

 
 

 

REGION DIRECTORS  

2011 -2012  

 

Judy C. Hall, CMC  
REGION I  
jhall@bigstonegap.org  
 
Susan H. Clark, CMC   
REGION II  

sclark@marionva.org  
 
Amy Keller, CMC  
REGION III  
adassist@shentel.net  
 
Krystal S. Coleman  
REGION IV  
kcoleman@salemva.gov  
 
Roxanne W. Paulette, CMC  
REGION V  
rpaulette@appomattoxva.gov  

VMCA OFFICERS  
 2011 -2012  

 

PRESIDENT  

Tammy W. Newcomb, CMC  

Deputy Clerk, Brunswick County  
tnewcomb@brunswickco.com 
 
 

1 st VICE PRESIDENT  

Sandi Thompson, CMC  

Deputy City Clerk, City of Virginia Beach 

shthomps@vbgov.com 
 

 

2nd  VICE PRESIDENT  

Karen M. Barrow, CMC  

Town Clerk, Town of West Point  

kmbarrow@west -point.va.us  
 
 

TREASURER  

Pamela Foshee, CMC  

Deputy City Clerk, City of Newport 

News 
pfoshee@nngov.com  
 

 

SECRETARY  

DeAnna Atkins  

City Clerk, City of Colonial Heights  
atkinsd@colonial-heights.com 
 

 

HISTORIAN  

Kari VanDiest  

Deputy Clerk of Council,  

City of Winchester  
kvandiest@ci.winchester.va.us 
 
 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT  

Kathleen C. Buschow, MMC  

City Clerk, City of Falls Church  
kbuschow@fallschurchva.gov 
 
 

PARLIAMENTARIAN  

Dolores Moore, MMC  

City Clerk, City of Chesapeake  
dmoore@cityofchesapeake.net 

  

 

 

 

REGION DIRECTORS   

CONTINUED  
   

Wendy J. Chewning, MMC   
REGION VI  

townclerk@townoforangeva.org  
  
Renee P. Andersen, CMC  
REGION VII  
bos@fauquiercounty.gov  
 

Karen M. Barrow, CMC  
REGION VIII  
kmbarrow@west -point.va.us  
 

Janice Blakley, CMC   
REGION IX  
blakleyj@chesterfield.gov  
 

Sandy M. Madison  
REGION X  
smadison@cityofchesapeake.net  



CONGRATULATIONS!!! 

CERTIFIED  

MUNICIPAL CLERK  

ACHIEVEMENTS  
 
 
 

Richard òAllanó Bull , CMC 
Deputy City Clerk  

City of Norfolk  
 
 
 

Antoinette M. Elgart, CMC  
Deputy Clerk  

City of Manassas  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

MASTER  

MUNICIPAL  

CLERK ACHIEVEMENTS  
 
 
 

Beverly L. Pender, MM C 
Deputy City Clerk  

City of Chesapeake  

 
 

 



Virginia Municipal Clerks Institute  - $600.00 

Sunday, October 16, 2011, through Friday, October 21, 2011 
 

Virginia Municipal Clerks Academy  - $450.00 

Tuesday, October 18, 2011, through Friday, Oct 21, 2011 
 

Sheraton Oceanfront Hotel    
3501 Atlantic Avenue  

Virginia Beach, VA   23451  
757-425-9000   

Individuals should mention Old Dominion University and IIMC  

to receive the group discounted rate ($83 per night). 

  

REGISTRATION & RESERVATIONS BEGIN  
JULY 1, 2011 
www.vmca.com  

          

        

Instructors for Institute and Academy include:  
 
Jessica Ingram  
Connie Merriman, PhD  
Ruth Hodges Fraser, MMC  
Cheryl Foreman  
Dick Harrington  
John Johnson  
Michael Wagner -Diggs  

 

Current class listing available on ODU Website:  www.execed-odu.com.   

Keep a lookouté The final schedule will be published soon. 

 

We look forward to seeing you all there!  

34th Annual Municipal Clerk Institute and Master 
Municipal Clerk Academy 

Old Dominion University  

Continuing Education  

116 Rollins Hall 

Norfolk, VA 23529  

 

Phone: 757-683-4603 

Fax: 757-683-5443 

E-mail: drwillia@odu.edu  

E X E C UT IVE  D E VE L O P M E N T C E N TE R  

http://www.execed-odu.com


 

 

VIRGINIA MUNICIPAL CLERKS ASSOCIATION  
 
 
 

2011 Institute/Academy Scholarship Applications 
 

The 2011 Scholarship Applications for the Fall Institute/Academy are now      

available for completion on the VMCA website http://www.vmca.com 

 
Completed applications must be submitted to Wendy J. Chewning, MMC, Town 

Clerk, Town of Orange, by Friday, July 1st at 5 p.m.   
 

Applications may be submitted through US Mail to 119 Belleview Avenue, Or-

ange, VA 22960 or via email to townclerk@townoforangeva.org. 

 DEEPEST SYMPATHY 
 

                       Joyce Pageôs husband, George, passed away in                                                                     

                             April.  Joyce retired from Big Stone Gap a few         

                             years ago and was a long-time member of VMCA .  

                             Please remember Joyce and her family in your  

                              thoughts and prayers.        

NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Tonya Lacey, had hip replacement surgery on May 10th.   

Her address is below if you would like to send her a card.   

 

Tonya B. Lacey 

9506 Camero Street 

Fredericksburg, VA 22408 

 

We all wish Tonya a speedy recovery!!! 

mailto:townclerk@townoforangeva.org
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2011 CLERK OF THE YEAR 

SANDRA H. (SANDI) THOMPSON 

 
 Karen M. Barrow, CMC 

 VMCA Second Vice President 

 

Sandra H. (Sandi) Thompson, CMC, Deputy City Clerk II of the City of Virginia Beach, was      

selected as the 2011 Virginia Municipal Clerks Association (VMCA) ñClerk of the Yearò at their  

Annual Conference on April 28th, 2011 in Blacksburg, Virginia.  Sandi began her employment on 

May 1, 2002, with the City of Virginia Beach after 30 years of experience as Deputy City Clerk in 

Norfolk, Virginia.  

 

Sandi received numerous commendation letters nominating her as Clerk of the Year. The City 

Clerk of Norfolk referred to Sandi as ña warm friendly people person that always maintained a   

professional demeanor.ò  The Mayor of the City of Virginia Beach stated that ñSandi goes above 

and beyond serving the public and City Council with a positive on-the-job attitude.ò Long time  

Virginia Beach City Clerk, and Sandiôs supervisor, Ruth Hodges Fraser, MMC, described Sandi as 

someone who ñhas exhibited the highest performance standards, lives by the Codes of Ethics (of 

the VMCA), understands the complexities of the legislative responsibilities, is creative, cooperative 

and is willing to go the extra mile to accomplish a goal.ò   

 

Since 2002 Sandi has been an active member of both the International Institute of Municipal Clerks 

(IIMC) and Virginia Municipal Clerks Association serving on the VMCA Nominating Committee 

for two years, the VMCA Newsletter Committee for three years and on the IIMC International   

Relations Committee for three years.  Sandi is currently enrolled in the MMC program and is near 

completion for her MMC designation. 

 

As some of you may know Sandi loves to travel, and after 38 years serving as a Clerk, she is on a 

much needed vacation in Hawaii.  Sandi loves singing in the choir at church and is a member of the 

Virginia Beach Chorale, currently serving as its President. Sandi has also found time to participate 

in the American Cancer Societyôs ñRelay for Lifeò event in Virginia Beach for many years. She is a 

single parent who became a proud grandmother last year to her grandson, Truman Nathaniel. 

 

The Virginia Municipal Clerks Association congratulates Sandi for her many, many years of    

dedicated public service.      
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IIMC Annual Conference  
Nashville, Tennessee  

The International Institute of Municipal Clerks 65th Annual 

Conference was held at the Gaylord Opryland Resort and 

Convention Center on May 8-12, 2011, in Nashville, Tennes-

see.  The Conference was hosted by the Tennessee Associa-

tion of Municipal Clerks and Recorders led by Host Clerk 
Marilyn S. Swing, MMC, Metropolitan Clerk of Nashville-

Davidson County, Tennessee. Marilyn and the Tennessee 

Association of Municipal Clerks and Recorders did an out-

standing job developing an educational program that was 

unsurpassed and entertainment that was a true indication of 

the exceptional talent in ñMusic City USAò.      

 

The 2011 theme was ñHitting the High Notes in Educationò. 

Delegates were offered opportunities to strengthen their 

skills through a variety of educational sessions with topics on 

Communications, Ethics, Records Management, Leadership, 

Public Speaking, Human Resources, Time Management, 
Coaching and Mentoring, and Budgeting Strategies. All of 

these sessions provided beneficial information and tips on 

how to stay ahead of a challenging and fluctuating environ-

ment. As a side note  (no pun intended), a sprinkle of mu-

sic, singing, and dancing was cleverly inserted throughout 

the week that solidified why Nashville is ñMusic City USAò. 

    

Delegates were welcomed to the great city of Nashville by 
Mayor Karl Dean and Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam at 

the Opening Ceremony. What a way to kick-off the confer-

ence, with two individuals who know, love, and cherish 

Nashville. It was like they were welcoming us into their 

homesécome on in and stay a while! 

 

The Parade of Flags included Belgium, Bermuda, Bulgaria, 

Canada, Israel, The Netherlands, South Africa, United King-

dom and United States.  To see Clerks proudly carrying their 

flags was a treat.  To participate in the ceremony represent-

ing the Commonwealth of Virginia and VMCA was truly an 
honor. The opportunity to network with other U.S. clerks and 

the international clerks was immeasurable.     

 

As some of you may know, this was my first IIMC Confer-

ence.  To say that I was a little overwhelmed is the under-

statement of the year. First of all, the Gaylord Opryland Re-

sort and Convention Center should have its own zip code 

because it is enormous (another understatement). Secondly, 

there were 726 delegates registered to participate (11 from 

Virginia). Wow! All that knowledge and experience in one 

place is intimidating, yet quite awesome. With all that said, 

the hospitality of the Tennessee Clerks was amazing. I felt 
right at home and even though there were 700+ clerks, I felt 

like the Tennessee Clerks knew me and were always right 

around the corner to help me find my way. I give a big 

ñTHANK YAôLLò to the Tennessee Clerks for thaté.that 

was not an easy task to accomplish.  

 
During the IIMC Region II meeting, Jane Williams-Warren, 

MMC, Municipal Clerk, City of Paterson, New Jersey, and 

Region II Director, provided a brief report from the IIMC 

Board meeting and reminded all clerks to visit the IIMC 

website and view the E-briefs to stay abreast of news, im-

portant events and happenings of the IIMC. Additionally, 

Phil Campbell, MMC, Assistant to County Executive/Clerk 

to the Board, Prince William County, and Jackie Hender-

son, MMC, City Clerk, City of Alexandria, reported on the 

2012 Region II Meeting to be held January 11-13, 2012, at 

the Sheraton Four Points, in Manassas, Virginia.  What a 

wonderful opportunity to attend an IIMC Region II Meeting 
in our own backyard.  

 

The following IIMC Conference dates were also mentioned: 

2011 South African Tour ï September 2-10 

ANNUAL CONFERENCES 

2012 ïMay 20-24,  Portland, Oregon 

2013 ïMay 19-24,  Atlantic City, New Jersey 

2014 ïMay 18-22,  Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

 

For more information on these conferences, please visit the 

IIMC website.  If you have not attended an IIMC Annual 
Conference, I encourage you to make plans to do so. This 

was an experience that I will never forget and I have made 

friends that I will never forget.   

 

During the Business Meeting, new officers were installed as 

follows:  

Colleen J. Nicol, MMC, City Clerk, City of Riverside,  

       Riverside, California ï President 

Brenda M. Cirtin, MMC, City Clerk, City of Springfield,                                                                                      

        Springfield, Missouri ï President-Elect 

Marc Lemoine, MMC, Deputy City Clerk,  

         City of Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada ï Vice President 
 

Vincent Buttiglieri, CMC, Municipal Clerk, Township of 

Ocean, New Jersey, was elected as Region II Director.  He 

joins Diane G. Fitzhenry, MMC, Deputy Clerk, Municipal-

ity of Penn Hills, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, as our Region II 

Directors. 

 

 

Continued on next page 
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 continued from previous page: 
 

The proposed Amendments to the IIMC Constitution were discussed and passed.  Please visit the IIMC website to view the 

changes relative to the Ethical Standards Committee. Briefly, the Amendments are intended to: 

 

Change the status of the Ethical Standards Committee to an ad hoc Committee from a Standing Committee 

Revise the length of terms for appointees 

Clarify and enhance the appointee selection criteria of the committee and its reporting requirements, especially the rela-

tionship and interaction with the IIMC Board. 

 

Finally, near the end of the conference, Delegates were shown true hospitality and a ñtoe-tappingò good time at the Wild Horse 

Saloon in downtown Nashville. Entertainment was provided by recording artist Gwen Sebastian and world class vocalist Mandy 

Barnette. Also, Delegates learned to line dance, enjoyed great food and a music-filled night out on the town.    

  

I hope that everyone had an enjoyable and rewarding experience in Nashville and was able to take something back to their localit y 

that may enhance their overall job performance and community. Thanks again to Marilyn Swing and the Tennessee Association of 

Municipal Clerks and Recorders for definitely hitting all the high notes in education, social networking, hospitality and fun!   

Tammy W. Newcomb, CMC 

VMCA President  

IIMC PROGRAMS 
 

STUDY ABROAD  
SEPTEMBER 2-10, 2011 

 

 

The next program scheduled for September 2-10, 2011, will look at national and local 
government in South Africa.  Participants will also attend educational sessions and      
experience all the events at the IMASA Conference (International of Municipal             
Administration of South Africa).  Registrations and Deposit are due on June 1, 2011.   
 
For complete information visit the IIMC website at  

http://iimc.com/index.aspx?NID=164  
 

 
ONLINE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

 
LLa/Ω{ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ        
opportunities to assist in obtaining CMC or MMC Certification.  For complete                
information visit the IIMC website at  

http://www.iimc.com/index.aspx?NID=131 

http://iimc.com/index.aspx?NID=164
http://www.iimc.com/index.aspx?NID=8


   

President Tammy W. Newcomb, CMC, began employment with 
Brunswick County in March 1989 as a receptionist and now serves 

as the Assistant to the County Administrator.  She was appointed by 
the Board of Supervisors for a six month period in 2005-06 as the 

Interim County Administrator while Brunswick County searched 
for a candidate to fill the position.  She has been a member of 

VMCA since 1999, IIMC since 1998, and attained the designation 
of Certified Municipal Clerk in 2001.  She attends the Master    

Municipal Clerks Academy each year and recently submitted her 
application for admission to the Master Municipal Clerk Program to 

pursue Master Municipal Clerk designation.  In 2005, when Region 
IX hosted the Virginia Municipal Clerks Associationôs Annual 

Meeting in Chesterfield County, she coordinated and facilitated this 
event with her fellow regional Clerks.  In 2005-2006, she served as 

a member of the VMCA Bylaws Committee and in 2006-2007 she 
served on the VMCA Education and Professional Development 

Committee.  She served as the Region Director for Region IX in 
2007ð2010.  Tammy served as 2nd Vice-President of the VMCA 

in 2009ð2010 and 1st Vice-President in 2010ð2011.  She    
graduated from Innovative Leadership: Building Community    

Connections Program offered through Virginia Cooperative       
Extension in May 2011.  Tammy has been married for 19 years and 

has one son.  She attends Liberty Church.    
 

First Vice President - Sandra H. ñSandiò Thompson, CMC, has 
served as a Deputy City Clerk for 39 years, 30 of which were for 

the City of Norfolk.   She has been employed by the City of       
Virginia Beach since May 2002. Sandi became a Certified         

Municipal Clerk through the International Institute of Municipal 

Clerks (IIMC) in September of 2005.  She is pursuing her Master   
Municipal Clerk designation.  Sandi has been a member of the  

Virginia Municipal Clerks Association (VMCA) and IIMC since 
2002 and is active in both organizations, serving on the VMCA 

Nominating Committee for two years, the Newsletter Committee 
for three years and 2nd Vice-President last year.  She is a member 

of the IIMC International Relations Committee where she has 
served for three years.  Sandi sings with the Virginia Beach Cho-

rale, her Church Worship Team, and is active in the American Can-
cer Societyôs Relay For Life program.  She is the proud mother of a 

son, Heath, who, with his wife, Michelle, have made her a doting 
Grandmother.  She is the VMCA  2011 Clerk of the Year. 

 

Second Vice PresidentðKaren M. Barrow, CMC, begun           

employment with the Town of West Point in May 1995 as a 911     

Dispatcher: Recruited by the Town Managerôs office as             

Administrative Assistant in July 1998: Appointed Deputy Clerk in 

July 2000: Appointed Assistant to the Town Manager/Town Clerk 

in August 2004: Member of IIMC and VMCA since 2003: Attained 

designation of CMC in April 2008: Registered in the MMC       

program during 2009: Served as VMCA Director of Region VIII 

since 2005: Employee of the year in 2006: Currently registered in 

Associates Degree Program at Rappahannock Community College: 

Member of Phi Theta Kappa International Honor Society: Married 

with two children: Avid quilter volunteering for several quilt     

projects through Stingray Stitchers Quilt Group: Volunteers as 

Treasurer for West Point Christian Church: Has 3 Labradors and 

enjoys training dogs. 

 

Secretary DeAnna D. Atkins, began employment with the City of 
Colonial Heights in July 2010: DeAnna began her career in       

government in July 2001 with Chesterfield County in the Planning       
Department: Accepted the position of Deputy Clerk to the Board of 

Supervisors in Chesterfield County in November 2007: Has been a 
member of the International Institute of Municipal Clerks since 

2008 and a member of the Virginia Municipal Clerkôs Association 
since 2008: DeAnna has been married for 6 years and has 4       

children. The three things you might not know about DeAnna; she 
is a cancer survivor.  When she was 19 years old she was diagnosed 

with Hodgkinôs Disease.  This year it will be her 12th anniversary of 
being CANCER FREE: She thrives when things get hectic and she 

loves going to the beach.   
 

Treasurer Pamela Foshee, CMC began in the City of Newport 

News City Clerkôs Office as Deputy City Clerk in 2006.  Some of 
her duties in the City Clerkôs Office are archiving documents,   

processing payments, arranging travel and serving as the           
webmaster.  Pam began her career at the City in 2004 as a Staff 

Technician in the Department of Development.  There she was  
responsible for tracking multiple budgets for Economic              

Development Authority projects and paying invoices; developing 
an inventory of City-owned real estate; and preparing annual     

financial audits, as well as a host of other duties.  Prior to working 
for the City, Pam held the position of Fiscal Technician/Office 

Manager at Old Dominion University (ODU).  At ODU, she was 
responsible for tracking over 25 grant budgets, as well as multiple 

State of Virginia accounts; accounts payable and receivable;     
tracking membership of the National Science Foundation Research 

Center (NSFRC); arranging the annual conference for the NSFRC, 
including contracting with vendors and processing payments; and 

producing monthly budget reports for the Director on each account.  
She continues in this position on a part time basis. Pam has been a 

member of the Virginia Municipal Clerkôs Association and the  
International Institute of Municipal Clerks since 2006.  She       

received her Certified Municipal Clerk designation in October of 
2010.   

  

Historian, Kari Van Diest;  has served as Deputy Clerk of Council 

and Secretary to the City Manager for the City of Winchester since 

July of 2007 when she moved here from Colorado.  Since beginning 

her position, she became active in the Region III VMCA serving as 

Vice-President in 2009 and President in 2010 and 2011.  She also 

served on the regionôs committee for Clerk of the Year in 2009.   

Kari is currently working towards her CMC certification.   She and 

her husband, David, have two beautiful daughterôs. 

Virginia Municipal Clerks Association  
2009-10 Slate of Officers  
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Virginia Municipal Clerks Association 

34th Annual Conference 
April 27-29, 2011 

By:  Karen M. Barrow, CMC 

VMCA Second Vice-President  

The Virginia Municipal Clerks Association 34th Annual 
Conference was held on April 27-29, 2011, at Virginia 

Techôs beautiful campus in Blacksburg; - hosted by Donna 

Boone-Caldwell, MMC and Region IV.  

 
A pre-conference education session on the Athenian    

Leadership Society Dialogue was offered on Wednesday, 

April 27 providing 2 education points for both CMC and 
MMC certifications. The book Rocket Boys: A Memoir by 

Homer Hickam, Jr. was used as the jumping off point for 

this outstanding program. Those of you unable to attend 
this class missed a lot of coaching and mentoring in      

leadership training. The instructor for the class was Hugh 

Ballou, a Transformational Leadership Strategist with over 

40 years of experience in leadership training with a focus 
on ñteaching relational strategies resulting in a community 

of teamwork with unity of purposeò. Mr. Ballou is knowl-

edgeable on leadership challenges facing Clerks   today - 
and Donna did an outstanding job arranging this program.  

 

Later on in the evening a Welcome Reception was held at 
the Historic Lyric Theater in Downtown Blacksburg with    

music provided by Ed Bridge & Company. Tying in the 

Athenian Dialogue earlier in the day, the reception was  

followed by a free showing of the movie ñOctober Skyò 
based on the book Rocket Boys.  

 

The conference began on Thursday, April 28th 2011 with a 
welcome from Blacksburg Town Manager Marc Verniel, 

Mayor Ron Rordam and Virginia Tech Vice President of 

outreach Dr. John Dooley, with music provided by Ariana 

Wyatt from Virginia Techôs music department. 
 

The business meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. with 

the Pledge of Allegiance followed by the swearing in of  
officers for 2011-12 as follows: Tammy W. Newcomb, 

CMC, President; Sandra Thompson, CMC, 1st Vice-

President; Karen M. Barrow, CMC, 2nd Vice-President; 
Pamela L. Foshee, CMC, Treasurer; DeAnna Atkins,     

Secretary; Kari VanDiest, Historian and Dolores A. Moore, 

MMC, Parliamentarian.   

 
The first program for the day was ñUntold Stories of      

Virginiaôs Western Frontierò Presented by Ellen Apperson 

Brown. Ms. Brownôs knowledge of early Virginia history 
of the Blacksburg area was remarkably interesting, and how 

she keeps all the names straight  I do not know. A          

refreshing lunch was served in the pavilion at the Historic 
Smithfield Plantation, home of Colonel William Preston. 

 Bob Stripling provided the group with a fun filed afternoon 
on the topic of ñManagers-The Secret Societyò. This former 

Manager has more than 30 years of experience in local  

government serving in four localities; Colonial Beach, 

Blacksburg and Staunton in Virginia and Colleyville, 
Texas. His enthusiasm and passion for public service          

provided a good insight to the Managerôs job.   

 
The Presidentôs Reception that evening was followed by a 

banquet with the presentation of CMC cups and MMC 

clocks for Clerks receiving certification. The highlight of 
the evening was the announcement of the Clerk of the Year 

for 2011.  Virginia Beach Clerk Sandi Thompson was    

surprised with the presentation of this prestigious award by 

her boss, Ruth Hodges Fraser.  
 

On Friday morning the Silent Auction closed raising $532 

for the VMCA Scholarship fund to support continuing edu-
cation for our Clerks at the Municipal Clerks Institute/

Academy.   

 
VML was well represented with General Assembly updates 

from Mark Flynn and Mary Jo Fields.  This session was full 

of information for every Clerk. The last session on Friday 

was the use of ñiPads in Governmentò. We can never     
receive enough education regarding technology and this 

was a very well presented class about the new kid on the 

block, the iPad. Dr. Jennifer Sparrow was the instructor for 
this class and for those Clerks who struggle with           

technology, this program was simple and easy to            

understand. 

 
For those of you unable to attend, you missed a great     

conference. This conference was very well organized,    

provided ample opportunity to network and meet other 
Clerks from around Virginia in a beautiful venue, and was 

worth every penny.   

 
For those who could attend, the Board hopes you enjoyed 

the conference and gained some valuable experience to  

enhance everything that you do. 

  
Many thanks to everyone who helped make this conference 

a success. 
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FUNDRAISER WITH SILPADA DESIGNS 

June 1 ς June 15, 2011 

100% of the Profit of all sales to 
The VMCA Scholarship Fund 

 

PURCHASE SILPADA DESIGNS JEWELRY BY June 15th & 100% of the 
profit goes to SCHOLARSHIP FUND. 

An email invitation was sent out just before June 1st.  I will 

also send out a flyer on other ways to raise money through 

this venue. 
 

For more information contact Kathy Buschow 

[I wear a lot of Silpada Jewelry and have found it to be very well made.  Jewelry can 

be returned if you do not like it, or if there is a problem.] 
 

Kathleen Clarken Buschow, MMC 

City Clerk 

City of Falls Church 

300 Park Avenue 

Falls Church, Virginia  22046 

703-248-5014 

kbuschow@fallschurchva.gov 
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WE HAVE SAID IT FOR YEARS ð ñCLERKS WEAR MULTIPLE HATSò 

 

CHECK OUT THE RECENT STORY IN THE VIRGINIAN PILOT FEATURING DEBRA WHITE, 

CMC.  NOT ONLY IS SHE THE PORTSMOUTHôS CITY CLERK BUT ALSO THE DIRECTOR OF 

WHATôS THOUGHT TO BE THE OLDEST CONTINUOUSLY HELD MEMORIAL DAY PARADE 

IN THE NATION.    

 
http://hamptonroads.com/2011/05/annual-portsmouth-parade-goes-without -hitch 
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Please join the members of Region IV in congratulating Stephanie Moon, City Clerk, City of 

Roanoke, on  being awarded the Master Municipal Clerk designation from the International 

Institute of Municipal Clerks on January 11, 2011.  Mayor David Bowers and  the Members 

of Roanoke City Council recognized Stephanie at its meeting on Tuesday, January 18.   

Stephanie is the current Professional Development and Education Committee Chair and the 

Immediate Past President of the State Association.  Way to go Stephanie! We are very proud 

of you.  

Krystal S. Coleman 

Deputy City Clerk, City of Salem 

P.O. Box 869  -  114 N. Broad Street 

Salem, Virginia 24153 

 

 

News from 

Region VIII  

News from  
Region IV  

Judy C. Hall, CMC 

Town Clerk/Treasurer 

Town of Big Stone Gap 

505 E.  5th Street, S. 

Big Stone Gap, VA  24219 

Phone (276)  523-0155   Fax (276) 523-5625  

E-Mail: jhall@vigstonegap.org  

 
 

 

News f rom Region VIII 

News from  
Region I  

In between snow storms, Region I Clerk/Treasurerôs Association met on            

December 8th at the Tavern on the Main in Wise, VA, for their Christmas lunch-

eon and Chinese Gift Exchange.  Ten members enjoyed delicious food and lots of 

laughs during the gift exchange.  Happy New Year to everyone and just think in 

less than two months Spring will be here!!! 



Amy Keller, CMC 

Town Clerk 

Town of Strasburg 

174 E. King Street 

Strasburg, VA  22657 

Phone:  (540)465-9197 * Fax:  (540)465-3252 

Email:  adassist@shentel.net 

 

 

News from 

Region III  

Region III is busy preparing for our 20th anniversary celebration! June marks the month when Region III was 

founded with an organizational meeting in Staunton. On June 7, Clerks will be returning to Staunton for a celebra-

tion to commemorate this event. Deborah Lane, a very active member and one of the founders of our organization, 

will be hosting the luncheon meeting. Every Clerk in Region III is invited and encouraged to attend and see and 

hear what we are all about; retired Clerks have also been invited and we look forward to sharing experiences with 

them. Following the meeting and lunch at City Hall, all are invited to tour the Frontier Culture Museum. If other 

Clerks in Virginia would like to join in this celebration, please contact Debbie at: LaneDA@ci.staunton.va.us  

We are happy to report that Kari Van Diest, City of Winchester, and President of our Region, was elected to the 

position of Historian for VMCA at the annual meeting held in Blacksburg. Erica Kann will be serving as Chairper-

son of the Nominating Committee. Region III was well represented at the meeting with the following attending: 

Judy Foltz, Town of Mt. Jackson; Erica Kann, City of Harrisonburg; Amy Keller, Town of Strasburg; Marla Kline, 

Town of Broadway; Deborah Lane, City of Staunton; and Kari Van Diest, City of Winchester. All enjoyed the 

conference and found the speakers to be great. Amy and Kari also attended the Athenian Leadership Workshop 

prior to the conference which proved to be a wonderful experience. Hugh Ballou, facilitator of the class, led the 

small group in wonderful discussions on leadership. 

  

The Clerks of Region III hope all have a safe and fun summer! 



Wendy J. Chewning, MMC 

Town Clerk 

Town of Orange 

119 Bellview Avenue 

Orange, VA  22960 

Phone:  (540)672-5005 * Fax:  (540) 672-4435 

Email:  townclerk@townoforangeva.org  

 

 

News from 

Region VI 

I am happy to report that Region VI has three new members to VMCA and I would like to welcome them:  Ms. Mary 
Weaver, Clerk to the Board of Supervisors of Fluvanna County, and Ms. Kimberly Morris, Account Clerk and Ms. Patti 

Vogt, Assistant to the County Administrator both from Greene County.  Welcome Ladies. 

 

I would also like to welcome Ashley Jacobs the new Deputy Clerk for Orange County and Debbie Kendall the new 
Town Clerk/Town Planner for the Town of Gordonsville.  

 

Region VI will begin meeting quarterly in Albemarle County.  The next meeting is scheduled for some time in mid June. 
 

On behalf of Region VI, I would like to thank Donna Boone-Caldwell and Region IV for a well done Annual            

Conference.  Thanks for all of your hard work.  

Roxanne W. Paulette, CMC 

Town Clerk/Administrative Assistant, Town of Appomattox 

P. O. Box 705 

Appomattox, Virginia 24522 

Phone (434) 352-8268 *Fax (434) 352 -2126  

E-Mail: adassist@shentel.net  

 

 

News from 

Region VIII  

News from  
Region V  

Region V held a quarterly meeting on Friday, March 25, 2011 in the Administrative Building in Appomattox County. 
 

Region V is proud to announce that 10 members and 1 retired guest attended the meeting.  We welcomed new mem-

ber, Sue DeMasi, Clerk from the City of Danville, Virginia to the meeting.  Region V also presented Valeria Cham-

bers, Clerk from the City of Lynchburg with a gift for obtaining her MMC. 
 

The Region selected the following as officers for 2011-2012: 

Roxanne Paulette, Clerk - Town of Appomattox ï Director 
Lisa Hricko, Clerk ï Town of Farmville ï Secretary 

Cathy Moore, Clerk ï Campbell County ï Treasurer 

 
The Region discussed the VMCA Annual Meeting scheduled for April 27 ï 29, 2011 in Blacksburg, Virginia.  The 

membership supported participating in the silent auction with a gift. 

 

Region V is planning to meet in South Boston in June, Pittsylvania County in September and Campbell County in  
December. 



The last lunch meeting scheduled for March 24th was cancelled. In attendance at the Annual Conference in Blacksburg 
was, Karen Barrow of West Point; Diane Gaber, King and Queen County; Connie Nalls, New Kent County and          

Jacqueline Blencowe of Kilmarnock.  

 

Our next meeting is scheduled for June 2nd, 2011, at noon at the Rose and Crown Pub in New Kent Courthouse.  Our 
special guest will be Liz Young who will review the Region VIII section of the VMCA web site. Our meeting is open to 

all clerks that would like to attend. 

 
Kudos to Region IV and Donna Boone-Coldwell for a wonderful 34th conference.   

Janice Blakley, CMC 

Clerk to the Board of Supervisors 

Chesterfield County 

P.O. Box 40 

Chesterfield, Virginia 23832 

Phone:  804-748-1200 * Fax: 804-717-6297  

blakleyj@chesterfield.gov 
 

 

 

News from  
Region IX  

 
 

Region IX is excited about our upcoming picnic/tour on June 1, 2011, at noon at Henricus Historical Park in Chesterfield 

County.  The county is commemorating the 400th anniversary of the founding of Henricus this year.  In September 1611, 

the Citie of Henricus became the second successful English settlement in North America under the leadership of Sir   
Thomas Dale.  Henricus Historical Park re-creates Daleôs settlement.  To learn more about this historical venue, please 

visit the web site at  http://www.henricus.org/               

 
We were pleased that five clerks from the region were able to attend the annual meeting in Blacksburg: Tammy         

Newcomb from Brunswick County; DeAnna Atkins from the City of Colonial Heights; Janice Blakley and Sara Hall from 

Chesterfield County; and Deborah Davis from Sussex County.  As a new clerk and first-time attendee, Sara was          
welcomed by all.     

 

Congratulations to Tammy Newcomb, who was installed as this yearôs VMCA President and DeAnna Atkins, who was 

installed as the VMCA Secretary.  Region IX is very proud of both of these ladies.   

Karen M. Barrow 

Town Clerk 

Town of West Point 

P.O. Box 152 

West Point, Virginia 23181 

Phone (804) 843-3330 * Fax (804) 843-4364  

kbarrow@west-point.va.us 

 

 

News from  
Region VIII  



When was the last time you checked out 

www.vmca.com ? The VMCA website is a tool for the 

membership to connect with each other and learn from 

the resources available online, and as Webmaster, I 

would like to make sure that everyone is getting the 

most out of the site. If you have not done so lately, go to 

the website and take a look at a few things: 

Directoryðcheck your listing and make sure it is 

correct here: http://www.vmca.com/forms/

VMCAIntro.htm 

 

Executive Committee and Committee Chairsðfind 

out who the new officers are and learn more about 

the organizationôs leadership here: http://

www.vmca.com/forms/Committee&Chairs.htm 

Region Pagesðlook at your region pages (and those 

of the regions close to you!) to see what other clerks 

are doing: http://www.vmca.com/Region%20Pages/

Region%20Pages.htm 

Institute and Academyðget info about the upcom-

ing Institute and Academy online: http://

www.vmca.com/forms/InstAcad.htm 

Members Onlyðget access to information pertinent 

to clerks, especially VMCA members: http://

www.vmca.com/MembersOnly.htm 

Also, donôt forget to ñLikeò Virginia Municipal Clerks 

Association on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/

VMCAclerks 

 

I want to hear from  

about the VMCA website!  

There are a lot of great resources on the website, so just 

contact me if you have any questions about what you 

want to post. Some things you might want to post online 

are: 

Ā Job Opportunitiesðsend me your employment ad and 

a picture of your localityôs seal/logo and I can post 

online here: http://www.vmca.com/forms/Jobs.htm 

Ā Pictures/photos from VMCA/IIMC eventsðwe have a 

VMCA Flickr page here: 
 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/vmcapics These need to 

be updated, so if you have photos you want to share, just 

let me know! 

 

Local events, cheers and congratulations, and recog-

nition can also be added to the Region Pages (Check 

out Region VII for great examples of what kind of 

info to post: http://www.vmca.com/Region%

20Pages/region_vii.htm 

  

If you have any feedback about the site, feel free to con-

tact me: 

  

Liz Young, VMCA Webmaster 

eelder@james-city.va.us 

757-253-6609 
 
 

http://www.vmca.com
http://www.vmca.com/forms/VMCAIntro.htm
http://www.vmca.com/forms/VMCAIntro.htm
http://www.vmca.com/forms/Committee&Chairs.htm
http://www.vmca.com/forms/Committee&Chairs.htm
http://www.vmca.com/Region%20Pages/Region%20Pages.htm
http://www.vmca.com/Region%20Pages/Region%20Pages.htm
http://www.vmca.com/forms/InstAcad.htm
http://www.vmca.com/forms/InstAcad.htm
http://www.vmca.com/MembersOnly.htm
http://www.vmca.com/MembersOnly.htm
https://www.facebook.com/VMCAclerks
https://www.facebook.com/VMCAclerks
http://www.vmca.com/forms/Jobs.htm
http://www.flickr.com/photos/vmcapics
http://www.vmca.com/Region%20Pages/region_vii.htm
http://www.vmca.com/Region%20Pages/region_vii.htm
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VMCA ANNUAL CONFERENCE  

Blacksburg, Virginia 

April 27-29, 2011 


